
 

Story Mill Community Park – Restoring Ecological Functions in an Urban Environment 

The Trust for Public Land is endeavoring to create a new community park in the northeastern corner of Bozeman, 
Montana. The proposed 55-acre Story Mill Community Park occurs at the confluence of Bozeman Creek and East 
Gallatin River and includes over half a mile of the East Gallatin River. In the past century the expansive riverine and 
wetland ecosystem in this confluence area was first transformed to support the Story Mill agricultural hub, including 
a mill and granary, stockyard, slaughterhouse, a pond, and stock pastures. More recently, urban and commercial 
development continues to encroach on wetland and floodplain habitat in this area. Because of its unique location, this 
site offers a rare and remarkable opportunity to combine ecological restoration with multiple other community 
benefits to residents and the City of Bozeman. RESPEC scientists and engineers were hired to assist The Trust for 
Public Land to plan and design the restoration of wetlands, riparian habitats and streams. The goal of the restoration 
project is to “…restore and protect on-site natural processes necessary for a functioning riparian and wetland system.” 
The ecosystem functions that will be improved by this project include water quality improvements, the temporary 
storage of water in the spring and release of water later in the season (i.e., sponge effect), recreation and education 
opportunities for the Bozeman community (including Montana State University), and habitat for resident and 
migratory wildlife species.  

A rigorous planning and stakeholder process resulted in selection of a preferred restoration alternative that will build 
resilience into the riverine ecosystem and help to ensure river health. It achieves this by restoring eight acres of 
wetland, more than doubling the current wetland acreage, substantially restoring floodplain areas along the East 
Gallatin River and Bozeman Creek, and removing debris along 0.5 miles of streambanks and streambed on the East 
Gallatin River. Phase I of Story Mill Community Park construction was completed during Fall 2014, and Phase 2 
work is slated to conclude project construction in summer/fall 2015. 
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Urban Restoration Efforts in the Story Mill Floodplain 


