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Big Sky Sustainable Water Solutions Forum Community Survey 

August - September 2017 

The Big Sky Sustainable Water Solutions Forum conducted a community survey between August 3 and 

September 24, 2017. 137 responses were recorded. The survey was distributed electronically, via links 

published on the Gallatin River Task Force web site, the Big Sky Sustainable Water Solutions Forum 

project page, emails to stakeholders, emails to a list of interested public, via a link in a letter to the 

editor in Explore Big Sky, the bozone-orgs listserv and through newsletters and forwarded emails from 

stakeholders to their members or colleagues. The results of this survey will be used to inform the Big Sky 

Sustainable Water Solutions Forum about community interest and opinions on the preliminary priorities 

that had been identified in June of 2017. This information will be used to help shape the final 

recommendations and priorities chosen. 

 

1. Where do you live? 

136  respondents 
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2. If you live in Big Sky, where do you living in Big Sky? 

58 responses 

 

 

One respondent to this question reported living in Bozeman. That probably is correct, since it would 

have been filled in. In that case, 57 people who responded actually live in Big Sky full or part time. 

Original options for responses were “Meadow Village,” “Mountain Village,” Canyon Area, Moonlight, 

Spanish Peaks, Yellowstone Club or “Other” with an invitation to fill that in. From responses 

gathered, it is clear that many people are very precise and identify their location within a particular 

subdivision. 
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3. Where does the water you use at your house come from? 

127 responses 

 

 

93% of respondents did respond. This question covered both Big Sky and the surrounding zone of 

influence. It does appear that the vast majority of respondents do know the source of their water 

supply. 
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4. Where does the water you use at your house go after your use it? 

127 responses 

 

 

Again 93% of respondents answered this question. It does appear that the majority of respondents are 

on some kind of system that they do not manage themselves, a sizable minority (35.7%) do have 

individual septic systems. 
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5. Which of the following activities do you do in the Big Sky area on or near rivers or wetlands? 

(choose all that apply) 

129 responses (respondents could choose multiple responses to question) 
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Priorities 

The next section is a set of questions pertaining to the three focus areas for the Big Sky Sustainable 

Water Solutions Forum. Preliminary priorities identified in the three focus areas in June of 2017 were 

used as the basis for the selected questions. In addition, respondents were given an opportunity to write 

in ideas or concerns. 

6. Ecological Health of the River Systems Priorities 

137 responses (not all replied to all priorities) 
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7. Water Supply and Availability Priorities 

136 responses (not all replied to all priorities) 
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8. Wastewater Treatment and Reuse Priorities 

137 responses (not all replied to all responses) 
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9. Other concerns and priorities the three focus areas. 

 

Responses: 

Ecological Health of River Systems: 38 

Water Supply and Availability: 40 

Wastewater Treatment and Reuse: 56 

For each focus area, respondents were asked an open-ended question about their concerns and 

priorities in that area. There was a great deal of overlap in responses between the three areas. 

Several respondents also listed several issues in their responses, so each topic was counted 

separately, resulting in a higher total that the total number of responses. In a few cases, there 

were factually incorrect responses on ownership, infrastructure, or other issues. In these cases, 

the topic that they applied to were counted, but these also suggest that more public education 

and outreach could be used on those topics. 

 

Open-Ended Question Responses, by Topic 
 Focus Area 

Area of Concern or Priority Ecological 
Health of 

River 
Systems 

Water 
Supply and 
Availability 

Wastewater 
Treatment 
and Reuse 

Ecological Health of River Systems  12 4 9 

Water Supply and Availability 7 24 5 

Wastewater Treatment and Reuse 7 2 31 

Drought/Climate Change 2 1 0 

Organizational/Institutional Issues 4 1 5 

Education, Outreach, and Public Relations 2 3 2 

Economics and Growth 5 7 6 

Accountability and Transparency 4 0 8 

Other 5 3 1 

 

Ecological Health of River Systems: Water quality, current and potential impacts to fisheries, and 

damages from human activities and pollutants were the major areas listed. 

Water Supply and Availability: Limits to surface water and groundwater supply, water conservation, 

water rights, types of water use, and improvement in knowledge about water resources were major 

areas listed. 

Wastewater Treatment and Reuse: Effluent discharge and untreated wastewater spills were the most 

frequently cited concerns. Most were concerned or opposed to direct surface discharge, but there were 

responses in support of future surface water discharge. Septic systems, treatment levels, pollutants, and 

ideas and questions about alternatives for reuse other than direct surface water discharge were the 

other major topics identified.  
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Drought/Climate Change: Respondents either thought this was an additional issue or, in one case, 

thought climate change was not relevant or real. 

Organizational/Institutional Issues: Issues of ownership, fragmentation and opinions about 

organizational missions, duties, decisions or contractual obligations were expressed here. 

Education, Outreach, and Public Relations: Ideas for needs for further education and outreach were 

expressed, as well as thought on “bad PR” on the option of direct surface discharge to the river. 

Economics and Growth: Concerns about the impact of growth, current capacity to handle growth, as 

well as a concern that decisions might affect the ability for continued growth and economic 

development or impact private property rights were expressed here. 

Accountability and Transparency: Concerns on ability to know about, oversee, or limit impacts, 

particularly to the rivers were the main concern areas. 

Other: Impacts to downstream users were recorded. Impacts to river systems by recreational users and 

visitors were also recorded. 

 

10. If you could do one thing to improve water resources, what would it be?  

71 responses 

Respondents were asked to identify ideas for solutions for water resources. Ideas varied greatly, 

ranging from water conservation, improvements to water quality, riparian and wetland areas, 

existing and new wastewater reuse options (irrigation, snowmaking), changes or centralization to 

infrastructure mix in Lower Basin (“Canyon”) area, wastewater treatment levels, planning and 

changes for institutional and organizational leadership, new regulations, mechanisms for limiting 

growth, protecting economic development, improved knowledge and practices related to water, 

and greater accountability. 71 people responded, but some responses had multiple topics, so those 

were counted and reflected here. 

Ideas to Improve Water Resources 

Area Identified Ideas and 
Suggestions 

Ecological Health of River Systems 10 

Water Supply and Availability 25 

Wastewater Treatment and Reuse 19 

Drought/Climate Change 1 

Organizational/Institutional Issues 9 

Education, Outreach, and Public Relations 4 

Economics and Growth 10 

Accountability and Transparency 7 

Other 0 

 


